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This year marks the tenth anniversary of the Strategic Trade Review. The idea for the 
journal grew from a need to define, organize, strengthen, and nurture what was at the 
time a still budding field of study. Ten years later, the field of strategic trade and all the 
subfields it encompasses has astonomically advanced – with ever-more stakeholders, 

policy challenges, global risks, and questions about where the balance lies between trade and 
security. STR is proud to have been, and continues to be, a powerful voice in the field. 

This critical ten-year juncture puts into perspective just how much the journal has achieved, 
not just through the ideas and outputs published in its pages, but the incredible community of 
subject matter experts and practitioners who have contributed to its success. The last ten years 
have seen 82 articles, meaning over 164 peer reviews, and countless hours of copyedit, design, 
and further review to ensure the high quality that represents STR’s trademark. 

Looking back on the last decade, the study of strategic trade has come a long way and it 
is fascinating to re-read the very first issue published in Autumn 2015 (see https://
strategictraderesearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/STR_01.pdf). And yet, many of the 
same challenges and questions remain the same: how do we precisely define and scope the 
field? How do we deal with new technologies and developments that pose security risks? How 
do we improve the integrity of supply chains? 

One of the key challenges facing the field is how strategic trade-related policies and political 
decisions are implemented at the working level. How are new regulations and policies translated 
to the stakeholders who must understand, regulate, comply with, and enforce them? How 
effective policies are depends on the critical aspect of technical implementation. 

It is fitting, in a time of sweeping policy changes worldwide and ever more complex 
regulations in areas like technology diffusion, to understand the challenges and nuances of 
implementation. This issue of the Strategic Trade Review presents articles that concentrate on 
tangible implementation experiences and best practices in areas such as compliance with export 
controls in academia, customs risk assessment in strategic trade control enforcement, and novel 
outreach strategies to the private sector. These articles present original and creative questions, 
methodologies, and findings that place larger policy challenges into perspective while also 
offering practical lessons learned for readers to consider. Other articles in this issue present 
new challenges and issues such as considering the proliferation risks of safe custody services 
or the implications of a potential Biological Weapons Convention verification mechanism on 
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the Australia Group. 

What will the next ten years bring? Though many of the same questions and challenges still 
linger, significant progress has been made in the last decade and growth will continue in the 
next ten years. One trend is greater awareness of compliance risks and responsibilities among 
a larger field of stakeholders, from industry to academia to financial institutions and more. 
That has been brough about by a greater number of countries implementing regulations and 
importantly, enforcing them - leading to a stronger global compliance environment.

Additionally, the field of experts contributing valuable insights, knowledge, and best practices 
has exponentially grown and represents diverse voices from different organizational profiles 
around the world. The strategic trade community is thriving - and that is one of the most 
improtant elements in ensuring strong and effective global strategic trade implementation. 
Platforms, programs, networks, training opportunities, capacity-building, and research all 
build the foundation for strong awareness and compliance, which thereby contributes to every 
nation’s security. 

The enduring question of how to manage different forms of transfer effectively, especially 
with regards to critical and emerging technologies, has also progressed significantly. Through 
experience, discussion, information-sharing, and research, the strategic trade community has 
come a long way in identifying effective best practices to manage technology transfers - many 
of which can be found in the pages of the Strategic Trade Review’s 12 issues over the last 
decade. Looking ahead, the journal will continue to serve as a reference and beacon for global 
stakeholders looking for the latest research and findings in this important area of the field. 

I look forward to the next ten years of STR and what they will bring to the wider and ever 
expanding strategic trade community. To all the incredible and talented individuals who have 
contributed, benefited from, and supported the journal over the last decade: thank you.
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