
Volume 10, Issue 11, Winter/Spring 2024

Letter from the Editor

� 3

This 11th issue of the  Strategic Trade Review  illuminates the state of strategic trade 
controls in 2024: a field more in flux conceptually than ever before and yet still rooted, 
from a practical perspective, on the need for effective technical implementation.

 
Amid the prevailing dialogue dominated by the emerging concept of “economic security”— a 
term now ubiquitous across discussions led by a growing cadre of self-styled experts discussing 
export controls in strictly that context — the contributors of the issue’s initial articles undertake 
a thoughtful and thorough examination. They delve into these contemporary trends through 
a lens that combines both a detailed historical perspective and a strategic trade framework, 
offering foundational analyses on these topics and their implications. On the conceptual 
level, the two articles explore the ever-expanding application of export controls to critical and 
emerging technologies and to achieve foreign and economic security objectives. In this context, 
they seek to understand the fundamental question of how implementation and effectiveness 
can be maintained within a weakened multilateral order and how to preserve focus on legacy 
nonproliferation and overall security objectives.

Other articles in this issue remind readers and the wider strategic trade - and economic security 
- stakeholder community that policies exist beyond simply the conceptual level. Instead, the 
real world of everyday effective implementation of strategic trade controls is complex, layered, 
technical, inter-disciplinary, involves a multitude of parties requiring specific expertise, and 
necessitates constant capacity-building and compliance strengthening efforts. The articles 
explore these elements – from a comprehensive systems model that all countries can understand 
and adopt for strategic trade control implementation to best practices for managing transshipment 
risks, strengthening research security, and implementing capacity-building programs.
 
Finally, an article in this issue on the potential application of export controls to address climate 
change threats challenges readers to consider the effectiveness of trade and enforcement tools 
for addressing new, yet unexplored areas.
 
As founder and editor-in-chief of the Strategic Trade Review, I am proud of the expansive and 
critical literature featured since the first issue was published less than a decade ago. From a 
relatively arcane field of study – if one could have even called it a “field” at the time – STR has 
contributed to building a community of research, practice, and lasting knowledge upon which 
effective policies and a more secure and peaceful world can be built. I am grateful for the 
incredible authors who entrust this journal with bridging their research and expertise with a 



wide and global readership as well as to STR’s readers whose support and contribution to this 
endeavor is all-important.
 
I end this letter with a call to action. To date, STR has been a 100% voluntary endeavor, but 
voluntary work is not sustainable. If you value this publication, please reach out to me (viski@
strategictraderesearch.org) with ideas for how to ensure its sustainability.
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